Number of Blacks Earning Doctorates Reached an All-Time High in 2009 by unknown
African Diaspora Archaeology Newsletter
Volume 13
Issue 4 December 2010 Article 11
12-1-2010
Number of Blacks Earning Doctorates Reached an
All-Time High in 2009
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umass.edu/adan
This Announcement is brought to you for free and open access by ScholarWorks@UMass Amherst. It has been accepted for inclusion in African
Diaspora Archaeology Newsletter by an authorized editor of ScholarWorks@UMass Amherst. For more information, please contact
scholarworks@library.umass.edu.
Recommended Citation
(2010) "Number of Blacks Earning Doctorates Reached an All-Time High in 2009," African Diaspora Archaeology Newsletter: Vol. 13 :
Iss. 4 , Article 11.
Available at: https://scholarworks.umass.edu/adan/vol13/iss4/11
Number of Blacks Earning 
Doctorates Reached an All-Time High in 2009 
Journal of Blacks in Higher Education 
December 16, 2010 
http://www.jbhe.com/latest/index121610.html#doctorates 
 
 
According to the National Science Foundation, in 2009 there 
were 2,221 African Americans who earned doctoral degrees from 
U.S. universities. This was the highest number of doctorates 
awarded to blacks in any single year. African-American doctoral awards 
increased by a healthy 10.1 percent from 2008 to 2009. Since 2005, black doctoral 
awards are up by 23.5 percent. 
African Americans won 4.5 percent of all doctorates awarded in the United 
States last year. If we exclude foreign students, we find that African Americans 
made up 6.9 percent of all U.S. citizens or permanent U.S. residents who earned 
doctorates. 
Blacks earned 947 Ph.D.s in scientific fields, up from 825 in 2008, an increase 
of nearly 15 percent. Another 1,274 African Americans earned doctorates in non-
scientific fields. Many of these doctorates were in the field of education. 
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